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The Snorkeling, BSA, requirements have been developed to introduce Scout-
age children to the special skills, equipment, and safety precautions associated
with snorkeling; to encourage the development of aquatics skills that promote
fitness and recreation: and to provide a solid skills and knowledge foundation
for those who later will participate in more advanced underwater activity.

Any. Certified Aquatics Instructor, BSA, may serve as a counselor for the
Snorkeling, BSA, Award. A person recognized and certified as a snorkeling
instructor by the Professional Association of Diving Instructors (PADI), the
National Association of Underwater Instructors (NAUI), or the Young Men's
Christian Association (YMCA) also qualifies as a Snorkeling, BSA,
counselor.

The individual completing the official requirements will receive a recognition
card and swimsuit patch. The completed award application should be sub-
mitted to the local council service center by the counselor or unit leader.

Instructions must be conducted in clear water, a swimming pool is recom-
mended. Snorkeling, BSA, is ideally suited to winter programs using indoor
pools. Three 45-minute sessions are recommended for instruction, practice,
and completion of requirements.

For Snorkeling, BSA, requirements 3 through 13, a number of publications
provide useful references:
1. Jannet, Snorkel Diving for Young People (NAUI 1979)
Ketels, Safe Skin and Scuba Diving (PADI 1975)
Wolfinger, Snorkel Swimming and Breath Hold Diving (Scubapro 1979).
Council for National Cooperation in Aquatics, The New Science of Skin
and Scuba Diving (Associated Press)

All requirements must be completed as stated on the application form. The
counselor may not omit, vary, or add requirements. The requirements are
presenied in the order in which they should be taught to the Scout.

The second requirement considers the time-honored and time-proven princi-
ple of the buddy system. Snorkelers and divers must use the buddy system at
all times. Before beginning the activity, each person helps his buddy fit and
check the equipment. The principle of the buddy system is that two people
can enjoy an aquatics activity together while each provides the critical margin
of safety for the other. Each buddy must always be aware of the condition
and circumstances of his buddy, and must always be prepared to give
immediate assistance if needed.



